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Report Highlights: 

On March 23, 2012 the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published “guidelines 

related to food import clearance process by FSSAI’s Authorized Officers,” on its website.  These 

guidelines elaborate the labeling requirements of different kinds of packages of food consignments 

imported into India.  The guidelines also elaborate the clearance process for the proprietary food, food 

supplements/dietary supplements, functional foods, nutraceuticals, and other similar products. The 

FSSAI expects that these guidelines will facilitate trade, while at the same time, ensure the safety of 

imported food products.  
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General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the following Government 

of India website http://www.fssai.gov.in/.     The U.S. Government makes no claim of accuracy or 

authenticity. 

 

On March 23, 2012 the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published “guidelines 

related to food import clearance process by FSSAI’s Authorized Officers,” on its website.  These 

guidelines elaborate the labeling requirements of different kinds of packages of food consignments 

imported into India.  The guidelines also elaborate the clearance process for the proprietary food, food 

supplements/dietary supplements, functional foods, nutraceuticals, and other similar products. The 

FSSAI expects that these guidelines will facilitate trade, while at the same time, ensure the safety of 

imported food products.  

 

According to the guidelines absences of the vegetarian/non-vegetarian logo, and name and address of 

importer on the label, are considered “rectifiable labeling deficiencies” which may be dealt with via 

sticker labels in the customs bonded warehouse at the port.  However, absence of name and address of 

manufacturer, list of ingredients, manufacture date, packing date best-before or expiry date; batch or 

code or lot number; net weight or volume; or nutritional information, when required, is not rectifiable 

with sticker labels.  All exporters and importers are responsible for ensuring that the food products 

entering India from the United States are in full compliance with Indian food laws. (See GAIN IN 2002 

and IN 2045 for more information.) 

 

Details on guidelines: 

 

 Published on: March 23, 2012 

 Effective from: with immediate effect 

 Effective until: until further orders 

 Enforcing Authority: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

 Enforcing Ministry: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

 Products affected: all imported food items ( cereals, pulses, fruits, vegetables, nuts and 

dry fruits, etc.), including proprietary food, food supplements/dietary supplements, 

functional foods, nutraceuticals, and other similar products 

Full text of guidelines:  The guidelines are available on the website of the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India and can be accessed at : Guidelines related to imported food clearance process.pdf 

 

See text as attached. 

 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
http://fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/guidelines_related_to_imported_food_clearance_process(05-04-2012).pdf


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

                     

  

 


